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A discussion about the “practical experience from learning design in the field”.
These two experienced practitioners share some very concrete examples from
the hands-on reality of work at the coal face.
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LAMS is not simply another technology to add a bit of spark to traditional
education - rather, it is a fundamental innovation in describing and facilitating
educational processes. Given this broad scope, it should not be surprising

that LAMS has many features of many different kinds, and understanding

all aspects of the system takes both time and educational experience. Of
special significance is the separation of "Authoring” and “Monitoring” areas for
teachers, which allows activities to be created independent of their teaching
context, which can foster the sharing and re-use of “pedagogical know-how”
(in the form of LAMS sequences). While LAMS has made significant progress
towards a powerful Learning Design system, including new features such as
Live Edit and branching, there still remain fundamental features required for
the future to achieve the goal of a comprehensive system for describing and
running educational processes, such as sequence-level roles (and their mapping
to functions in activities), “looping” within sequences, and further development
of branching, conditionality and tool input/output. At the same time, it is
important that LAMS remains easy to use for new teachers, and while the
drag-and-drop authoring environment is an important contribution to ease of
use, there remain other areas where greater simplicity would help new users.
This presentation reflects on the challenges of developing LAMS to be both
powerful and simple, and describes plans for enhancing both dimensions in the
future
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